
Michael Rainey
rmrainey5046@gmail.com

oasisroad.com

Education
 M.F.A.  Photography, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 1989, 
   Robert Cumming and Postmodernism,128 pp, 1989 MFA Dissertation (Thomas Barrow, 
   Committee Chair, Clinton Adams,  Anne Noggle,  Wayne (Rod) Lazorik, members)
 M.A.  Photography, University of New Mexico,  Albuquerque, NM, 1980, 
   Photography: Reinvention and Rededication, 30 pp, 1980 M.A. Thesis (Thomas Barrow,
   Committee Chair, Betty Hahn,  Wayne (Rod) Lazorik, members)
  San Francisco Art Institute, 1974-75
 B.S.  Law, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID, 1969 
   

One-person exhibitions

 2025   Jean B. King Gallery, Herrett Center, College of Southern Idaho, Twin Falls, ID, Forthcoming, September 2025
 2025   Willard Art Center,  Idaho Falls Arts Council, Idaho Falls, ID, Forthcoming, January 2025 
 2005  Jean B. King Gallery, Herrett Center, College of Southern Idaho, Twin Falls, ID Points of View
 2003  Rosenthal Gallery, College of Idaho, Caldwell, ID Letting the World Happen
 1999  Cox Gallery, Drury College, Springfield, MO Image, Concept, Narrative
 1996  Visual Arts Center, Gallery 2, Boise State University, Boise ID Recent Work
 1995  Exit Gallery, University of Nevada, Reno, NV Current Work
 1992 Fine Arts Gallery, Treasure Valley Community College, Ontario, OR Current Work 
 1982 University Gallery, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID Current Work
 1981  Santa Fe Gallery of Photography, Santa Fe, NM Current Work
 1976  Koko Head Gallery, Honolulu, HI Private Spaces

Selected group exhibitions 
 
 2024  Center for Fine Art Photography, Fort Collins, CO Words and Pictures Aline SmithSon, editor, lenScrAtch mAgAzine, Juror

 2023  Rhode Island Center for Photographic Arts, Providence, RI Words Matter 
 2023  Viridian Gallery, NY, NY Director’s Choice Invitational 
 2023  Art Museum of Greater Lafayette, Lafayette, IN Indiana Now 2023
 2023  Center for Photographic Art, Carmel, CA Members 2023 Juried Exhibition 
   hAmidAh glASgow, director & curAtor, center for fine Art PhotogrAPhy, fort collinS, co, Juror

 2023  Willard Art Center,  Idaho Falls Arts Council, Idaho Falls ID, National Juried Exhibition
 2023  Blue Sky Oregon Center for Photography, Portland OR,  Pacific Northwest Drawers   
   chriStA dix, director, griffen muSeum of PhotogrAPhy, Juror

 2023  Maryland Federation of Art, Circle Gallery, Annapolis, MD Digital Directions 
   Juror’s Award 
   Jeff murPhy, ASSoc. Prof. of Art, univerSity of north cArolinA At chArlotte, Juror

 2023  Viridian Gallery,  NY, NY International Juried Exhibition
   Director’s Choice Award 
   heAther ferrell, curAtor & director of exhibitionS, burlington city ArtS & lecturer, univerSity of vermont, Juror

 2022 PhotoPlace Gallery, Middlebury,  VT Poetry of the Ordinary 
  henry horenStein, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, rhode iSlAnd School of deSign, Juror

 2000  Magnifico! Art Space, Albuquerque, NM New Era Art 
 2000  Long Beach Island Foundation for the Arts and Sciences, Loveladies, NJ Works on Paper
  2000  The Print Center, Philadelphia, PA 74th Annual International Competition 

  thereSe mulligAn, curAtor, george eAStmAnn houSe internAtionAl muSeum of PhotogrAPhy, Juror

 
 



 1999  Janet Turner Print Gallery, California State University, Chico, CA National Print Exhibition 
   JAn drieSbAch, curAtor & director, crocker Art muSeum, SAcrAmento, cA, Juror 

 1999  808 Showroom, Boston University, Boston, MA
   1999 North American Print Exhibition: Boston Printmakers International Juried Printmaking Exhibition

   mArilyn kuShner, curAtor of PrintS And drAwingS, brooklyn muSeum, nyc, Juror 

 1999  Larson Gallery, Yakima Community College, Yakima, WA National Juried Exhibition 
   Best of Show Award; Larson Gallery Guild Purchase Award 

  PAul lee, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, wAShington StAte univerSity, Juror 

 1998  Cox Gallery, Drury College, Springfield, MO
   Alternative Interpretations National Juried Alternative Photography Exhibition 
   Best of Show Award 

  gAry Sutton, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, kAnSAS city Art inStitute, Juror 

 1998  Armory Art Center, West Palm Beach, FL Art of Photography National Juried Exhibition 
  Peter Schreyer, director, creAlde School of Art, winter PArk, fl, Juror  

 1998  MFA Gallery on the Circle, Annapolis, MD 8th Annual Juried Photography Exhibition 
   First Place Award 

  JAn howArd, curAtor of PhotogrAPhy, bAltimore muSeum of Art, Juror 

 1998  Art Students League, Denver, CO Denver Darkroom/National Juried Photography Exhibition 
  SAndy SkoglAnd, Prof. of Art, rutgerS univerSity, Juror 

 1998  Barrett House Galleries, Poughkeepsie, NY Printwork ‘98 National Juried Printmaking Exhibition 
  StArr figurA, ASSiStAnt curAtor of PrintS & illuStrAted bookS, muSeum of modern Art, nyc, Juror 

 1998  California Museum of Art, Santa Rosa, CA National Juried Digital Print Exhibition 
   Honorable Mention Award 

  michAel cole, ArtiSt & indePendent curAtor, Juror 

 1998  Open Space Gallery,  Allentown, PA Mayfair National Juried Photography Exhibition 
  JAn howArd, curAtor of PhotogrAPhy, bAltimore muSeum of Art, Juror 

 1998  Fine Arts Center, Taos, NM The Manipulated Photographic Image, National Juried Exhibit 
  michAel o’ ShAughneSSy, PubliSher, red crAne bookS, SAntA fe, nm, co-Juror

  murrAe hAyneS, PhotogrAPher, indiAn Art mAgAzine, co-Juror

 1998  Clara M. Eagle Art Gallery, Murray State University, Murray, KY 
   Magic Silver Show National Juried Photography Exhibition 

  StuArt rome, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, drexel univerSity, Juror 

 1997  Viridian Gallery, 24 West 57th Street, NY, NY National Juried Exhibition 
  thelmA golden, curAtor, whitney muSeum of AmericAn Art, nyc, Juror 

 1997  Toledo Museum of Art,  Toledo, OH TFOP National Juried Photography Exhibition 
   Third Place Award 

  kendA north, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, univerSity of texAS,  Arlington, curAtor 

 1997  Los Angeles County Fair, Los Angeles, CA New Photography 1997, National Juried Photography Exhibition
  robert flick, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, uSc, co-curAtor 
  Scott cAnty, curAtor, loS AngeleS municiPAl Art gAllery, co-curAtor  
  mArthA chrono-helSley, mediA ArtiSt, co-curAtor 

 1997  Barrett House Galleries, Poughkeepsie, NY Printwork ‘97 National Juried Printmaking Exhibition 
  robertA wAddell, curAtor of PrintS, new york Public librAry, nyc, Juror 

 1996  Ceres Gallery, 584 Broadway, NY, NY Beyond Tradition: Embracing Diversity 
  thelmA golden, ASSoc. curAtor, whitney muSeum of AmericAn Art, nyc, Juror 

 1996  Austin Museum of Art at Laguna Gloria, Austin, TX Pulp Fictions: Works on Paper 
  elizAbeth A.t. Smith, curAtor, muSeum of contemPorAry Art, loS AngeleS, cA, curAtor 

 1996  Barrett House Galleries, Poughkeepsie, NY Printwork ‘96 National Juried Printmaking Exhibition 
  mArilyn kuShner, curAtor of PrintS And drAwingS, brooklyn muSeum, nyc, Juror 

 1996  Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL Flora 96 
  kAthryn hixSon, ASSoc. editor, new Art exAminer, Juror 
  gwendA JAy, gwendA JAy gAllery, chicAgo, Juror 

 1995  Austin Museum of Art at Laguna Gloria, Austin, TX Rethinking the Natural 
  Jon iPPolito, Solomon r. guggenheim muSeum, nyc, curAtor 



 1994  Viridian Gallery, 24 West 57th Street, NY, NY National Juried Exhibition 
  diAne wAldmAn, curAtor, Solomon r. guggenheim muSeum, nyc, Juror 

 1993  Barrett House Galleries, Poughkeepsie, NY New Directions 93 
  AlAn weinberg, curAtor, whitney muSeum of AmericAn Art, nyc, Juror 

 1993  Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Kansas City, MO Society for Contemporary Photography Current Works 93
  deniSe miller-clArk, dir., muSeum of contemPorAry PhotogrAPhy, columbiA college, chicAgo, Juror 

 1993  Barrett House Galleries, Poughkeepsie, NY Photowork 93 
  lAurA triPPi, curAtor, new muSeum of contemPorAry Art, nyc, Juror 

 1993 Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art, Great Falls, MT Art Equinox: Contemporary Survey 93 
   vicki hAlPer, ASSiStAnt curAtor, SeAttle Art muSeum, Juror 

 1993  University Art Gallery, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT Art Discusses Life 
 1993  University Gallery, Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, WA Currents in Electronic Imaging 
 1992  Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Kansas City, MO Society for Contemporary Photography Current Works 92

  keith dAviS, chief curAtor, Art collection, hAllmArk, inc., Juror 

 1992  Cheney Cowles Museum, Spokane, WA Northwest Juried Art 92 
  dAve hickey, indePendent critic, Juror 

 1992  Contemporary Artists’ Center Gallery, North Adams, MA Experimental Printmaking and Photography 
  diAne brown, diAne brown gAllery, nyc, co-curAtor 
  thomAS krenS, dir., Solomon r. guggenheim muSeum, co-curAtor 
  lindA SheArer, dir., williAmS college muSeum of Art, co-curAtor 
  JoSePh thomPSon, dir., mASSAchuSetS muSeum of contemPorAry Art, co-curAtor 

 1992  Boise Art Museum, Boise, ID Seventh Idaho Biennial 
  michAel AuPing, curAtor, Albright-knox Art gAllery, buffAlo, ny, Juror 

 1992  Larson Gallery, Yakima Community College, Yakima, WA National Juried Exhibition  
   First Award 

  terry toedtemeier, curAtor of PhotogrAPhy, PortlAnd muSeum of Art, Juror 

 1990  University of California, Berkeley, CA Proposal for Public Sculpture for Sproul Plaza (with Bill Bowler) 
 1987  Prichard Gallery, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID Alumni Centennial Exhibition 
 1984  Cafe Tazza, Taos, NM Real Photographs 
 1983  Boise Gallery of Art, Boise, ID Third Idaho Biennial 

  PAtterSon SimS, curAtor, whitney muSeum of AmericAn Art, nyc, Juror 

 1981  Hoffman Photo Gallery, Spokane, WA Regional group exhibition 
 1981  California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA Sixth Annual Juried Photo Exhibition 

  Anne noggle, PhotogrAPher, Juror 
  tAmArrA kAidA, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, univerSity of ArizonA, Juror 

 1981  Albuquerque United Artists, Albuquerque, NM Contemporary Photoworks 
  Judy dAter, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, SAn frAnciSo StAte univerSity, Juror 
  reed eStAbrook, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, northern iowA univerSity, Juror 
  betty hAhn, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, univerSity of new mexico, Juror 

 1981  ASA Gallery, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 5 State Regional Exhibition 
  John divolA, PhotogrAPher, Juror 
  kAthleen gAuSS, curAtor, loS AngeleS county muSeum of Art, Juror 

 1981  James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA Exposure Time V 
  roger mertin, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, univerSity of rocheSter, Juror 

 1981  The Light Factory, Charlotte, NC Imagism 
 1980  California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA Eccentricities 

  vAn deren coke, curAtor, SAn frAnciSco muSeum of modern Art, Juror 
  Joyce niemAnAS, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, School of the Art inStitute of chicAgo, Juror 

 1980  Erie Art Center, Erie, PA Photonational 
  beA nettleS, Prof. of PhotogrAPhy, univ. of illinoiS, chAmPAign-urbAnA, Juror 
  duAne michAlS, PhotogrAPher, Juror 

 1980  Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts, State College, PA 14th Juried Photography Exhibition 
  kelly wiSe, PhotogrAPher, Juror 



 1977  Bookpeople Gallery, Moscow, ID From the Collection of (with Mark Lamoreaux) 
 1977  Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA New Photographics 77 
 1976  Ala Moana Center, Honolulu, HI Easter Art Festival 
 1976  San Francisco Camerawork, San Francisco, CA Alternative Processes 

  John PAtrick lAmPkin, Juror 

 1975  Bookpeople Gallery, Moscow, ID The f1.4 Club (with Jeff Stone and Mark Lamoreaux)

Teaching experience 
 
 2005   Visiting Instructor of Art, College of Southern Idaho, Twin Falls, ID
       1996-2001 Assistant Professor of Art, Boise State University, Boise, ID
         1994-1996  Visiting Assistant Professor of Photography, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
          1987-1994  Assistant Professor of Art, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID
   
Professional experience 

      2004-2019  Principal, Rainey-Cluss Inc., Hansen, ID,  Contract Manager 501(c) 3 Pacific Northwest Clean Water Assn.
 2001-2003  Principal, Michael Rainey Graphic Design, Caldwell, ID
 1986-1987  Art Director & Production Manager, APHC Appaloosa Journal, Moscow, ID
 1984-1985  Design and Media Director, Overland Sheepskin Co., Taos, NM
 1969-1972  Commissioned Officer, US Army

Grants:
 Research Development Grant, University of Idaho, 1986
  Photography in the Expanded Field: Computer Imaging into Printmaking & Automatism in Photography
 Quick Arts Grant, Idaho Commission on the Arts, 1999 
  Development of a one person exhibition at Drury College, Springfield, MO
 Project Grant, Idaho Commission on the Arts, 2003
  Re-imaging the FSA in Canyon County, ID
 Project Grant, Idaho Commission on the Arts, 2023
  Poetry of the Ordinary: Photography and Complex Narrative

Publications:
 Rainey, Mike  “The Influence of Anxiety, and the Anxiety of Influence —Jose Rodriguez’s Paintings and Prints    
  and Ruben Trejo’s Sculptures” (Review)  Artweek Magazine, Vol_ 199_, pp_.
 Minskoff, Alan ed., “The Photographer in Idaho” Idaho Heritage Magazine,  Vol 11, no 3, Mar 1978, p. 30.

 Hall, Malcom, “The Art Erupts” Idaho Heritage Magazine,  Vol 8, no 5, May 1977, pp. 40-41.

 


