
P h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  Te x t  b y  J  M i c h a e l  P e a r c e  

In September, 2014, my wife, Maya, and I took the plunge down under to the Land of Oz, known by some 
folks as Australia. With the generous hospitality of our nephew, Dan, his wife, Louisa, and daughter, Gena, 
and following their guidance, we drove over the Great Ocean Road and later joined them at Wilson’s 
Promontory. Maya and I travelled north to Port Douglas (climate similar to Belize) to examine the 
tropical rainforests of the Daintree National Park, then south to Tasmania (climate similar to the Paciic 
Northwest) to explore its idyllic east coast. 
 
 

T H E  L A N D  O F  O Z  
I m a g e s  f r o m  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  





THE LAND OF OZ  offers a brief
photographic journey in search of some of
the phenomenal biological and geological
treasures that lie behind the so-called
Wallace Line, an evolutionary boundary
theorized by the 19th century naturalist,
Alfred R.Wallace.  On a voyage through the
East Indies, he noticed a shift occurring
somewhere among the island chains of
Indonesia that appeared to separate the
placentalmammalsinAsiafromthepouched
marsupialsinAustralasia.

Australia’s tectonic plate journey has
isolated the continent from the rest of the
planet.Along withTasmania, it was the last
great land mass to abandon Antarctica
during the breakup of the original
Gondwana,180millionyearsago.

At irst glance eastern Australia can seem
quitefamiliar,butwhenyoulookagain, this
landofOzisaverydifferentkindofplace.
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T H E  G R E A T  O C E A N  R O A D  







The Great Ocean Road winds majestically along the

southerncoastofVictoriafromMarengothroughtheGreat

Otway National Park to the famous 12 Apostles in Port

CampbellNationalPark.Builtbysurvivingwarveteransas

a memorial to their comrades killed in World War I, the

Great Ocean Road is one of the most extensive war

memorialseverbuiltanywhereintheworld.



From world class suring beaches to beautiful national

parks,thisbreathtakinghighwayfollowsthePaciicOcean

around mountains, through valleys and along steep

coastalbluffs.













Standinglikeasentinelat1100feetabovesealevel,the

SoftTreeFern(dicksonia antarctica)growsonmoistslopes

andgulliesinthecooltemperaterainforestoftheOtway

RangeintheGreatOtwayNationalPark.TheSoftTreeFern

canreachheightsof17meters(50feet),buttendstogrow

veryslowly(onemeterper20years).Thefrondsspreadto

a diameter often equal to the height of the fern.The

tree ferns in these photographs stand a mere 6-7

metershigh(themorecommonheight)andarescattered

among the majestic old growth Mountain Ash trees

(eucalyptus regnant) that dot the hillsides adjacent to

TripletFalls.



Though limited to small areas today, the cool temperate

rainforest covered much of southern Australia and

TasmaniabeforetheJurassicbreakupofGondwana.

G R E A T  O T W A Y  
N A T I O N A L  P A R K 
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S o f t  T r e e  F e r n s ,  T r i p l e t  F a l l s  B o a r d w a l k ,  G r e a t  O t w a y 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  W y e l a n g t a ,  V i c t o r i a 
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T r i p l e t  F a l l s ,  G r e a t  O t w a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  
W y e l a n g t a ,  V i c t o r i a 

TripletFallsgoesfromawhimpertoaroardependingontheseasonalrainfall.
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T h e  1 2  A p o s t l e s ,  P o r t  C a m p b e l l  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  V i c t o r i a  

TheremnantrockpileseenintheforegroundisallthatremainsofaformerApostlethatcollapsedonJuly3,2005.
GlancingaroundinalldirectionssearchingformissingApostles,anaffablevisitorfromQueenslandremarked,
“MywifeandIcame2000kilometerstoseethe12Disciples,mate”.

P O R T  C A M P B E L L  N A T I O N A L  P A R K 
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T h e  G r o t t o ,  P o r t  C a m p b e l l  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  V i c t o r i a 
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TheEumerallaSandstoneatMarengoBeachwasformedduringtheCretaceousgeologicperiodfromconsolidatedsedimentandvolcanicash.Now
yearsofwindandwaveactionhavecarvedoutdramaticerosionpatterns.Thephotographsonthefollowingpagesshowsomeofthestrikingdetailof
thisuniquesandstone.

M A R E N G O  B E A C H 
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E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l ,  M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 
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E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l ,  M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 
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E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l ,  M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 
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E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l , 
M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 



E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l ,  M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 
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T i d a l  a l g a e ,  
M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 



E u m e r a l l a  S a n d s t o n e  d e t a i l ,  M a r e n g o  B e a c h ,  V i c t o r i a 
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An avian dinosaur track was
discovered in the Eumeralla
Sandstone at Dinosaur Cove a few
kilometerswestofMorengo.
(CourtesyPaleocast.com)
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D A I N T R E E  
N A T I O N A L  P A R K 





M o s s m a n  R i v e r  G o r g e ,  D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k , 
Q u e e n s l a n d 
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To reach the Daintree National Park from Port Douglas, you have to

crossthecrocodileinfestedDaintreeRiveronaferryboatsecuredtoa

cable. One evening on our return south from the park, the attendant

mentionedoffhandedlytolookupstreamatthethreemetercroc,“lying

bytheboat,mate”.Welookedandthereitwas,quietlycruising20feet

off the side of the boat. It is a bit unnerving to watch these ancient

“salties”lurkpatientlybeneaththewater’ssurfacewaitingtolungeat

unsuspectingprey.Thougharmedwithformidableteethand jaws, the

saltwatercrocodileisnotwelladpatedtochewing,soitoftencaptures

anddrownsitsprey,stashingthevictiminriverbankdebristomarinate

for a future meal or to become bait for an unlucky scavenger. Mature

crocs will attack anything, from crustaceans to cattle (humans

notwithstanding).Youngercrocsareaparticularlyfavoritemeal.Locals

advisenot toget tooattachedtoanyparticularcrocodilebefore they

reach6yearsold.



The Daintree rainforest is also home to the cassowary, an emu sized

lightlessbird(seepg41)withaparticularlydangerousthirdclawthat

can do serious damage to anyone the bird deems a threat. The

cassowaryactuallysubsistsmainlyonfruit.



S u b m e r g e d  F a n  P a l m  f r o n d ,  D u b u j i  B o a r d w a l k ,  D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Q u e e n s l a n d 
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D u b u j i  B o a r d w a l k ,  D a i n t r e e 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Q u e e n s l a n d 
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T r e e  f e r n ,  D u b u j i  B o a r d w a l k ,  D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k , 
Q u e e n s l a n d 

Theorygoesthatthedramaticbuttressrootsofsometropicaltreesareanadaptation
toincreasethesurfacearea,enhancingtherespirationofthetreesincetherootsare
oftencompletelysubmerged.Othertheoriessuchasstabilityornutrientuptakecould
alsoplayapartinthiselegantdesign.
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M a r r d j a  B o a r d w a l k ,  
D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Q u e e n s l a n d 
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Mosttreesintherainforestloweratthecrownofthetreein

the canopy. Birds are their main pollinators. Some trees,

however, lower on their trunks.This phenomenon is called

caulilory,anditattractsforestloormammalssuchaspygmy

possums,smallbirdsthatlivebelowthecanopy,andinsects

such as wasps and moths, to do their pollinating. Early

botaniststhoughttheselowersandfruitwerejustparasites,

butnotso.TheBumpySatinashtree(Syzygium cormilorum)is

oneofthesemysterioustrees.Thebloomsandfruitcoverthe

entirelengthofthetrunkofthetree.Theygrowthroughout

therainforest,andthelowersemergethroughroughbumpy

portions of the bark, thus the name “Bumpy”.  The tree

appearstohaveaspecialrelationshipwithaparticularblack

ant (Iridomyrmex gilberti) that lives inside thesebumps and

helpsthelowersandfruitsprout.SomeSatinashtreeslower

and fruit only on the branches and some, as in these

photographs,dosoonlyonthetrunks.Wewereluckytoarrive

during the peak lowering period in September which

happens only once every three to rve years.The cassowary

ofteneatstheSatinashfruitatgroundlevel.

B u m p y  S a t i n a s h  l o w e r s  a n d  f r u i t ,  M a r r d j a  B o a r d w a l k ,  
D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Q u e e n s l a n d 
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B u m p y  S a t i n a s h  l o w e r s  a n d  f r u i t ,  M a r r d j a 
B o a r d w a l k ,  D a i n t r e e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Q u e e n s l a n d 
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T A S M A N I A 



Fortheirst50yearsorsoofthemoderncolonialhistoryofVanDiemen’sLand,asitwasknownbackthen,Tasmania,likeotherpartsofAustralia,servedasa
BritishEmpirepenitentiary.Duringthisperiod,residentsweremostlyconvictsbroughtoverfromGreatBritaininshipsthathadoncebeenusedforslavetrade.
WarsfoughtandhorriicallylostbytheindigenouspeoplesagainsttheBritishlaterinluencedH.G.WellstomentiontheTasmanian“BlackWar”in“TheWarof
theWorlds”.Convictimportationendedin1853,buttheadventofprosperitythathelpedmodernizemainlandAustraliaonlysporadicallyemergedinTasmania.
Likemanyremoteplaces,thestatestruggledwithacultureofcorruptionandcronyism.IsolatedbytheTasmanianseaandlackinganyindustrytospeakof,the
abundantforestsofTasmaniawereitsgreatestresource,yeteventhesewoodlandswereoftenravagedbyscandalousentrepreneursandgovernmentoficials.

ModernTasmaniamaybethepooreststateinAustralia,butemergingecotourismbusinessespromisetosustainitseconomyandpreservehernaturalresources.
TheruggedbeautyandisolatedwondersofTasmaniaarerapidlybeingdiscoveredbyanewgeneration,anditwillbeuptotheseyoungexplorerstowatchover
andprotectthisuniqueandremarkableisland.

M o u n t  W e l l i n g t o n  u n d e r  a  v e i l  o f  r a i n  a n d  r a i n b o w 
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H O B A R T 





Four miles north of Hobart is a most unexpected
Tasmanianattraction.TheMuseumofOldandNewArt
(MONA) opened in January, 2011, and though
welcomedby someasauniqueaddition to thecity’s
art scene, it was also derided due to its obvious
fascinationwithsexanddeath.MONAisthepersonal
vision of DavidWalsh, whomade his fortune with a
gambling syndicate known as “The Bank Roll” (his
specialtywasthoroughbredracing)andtheninvested
agreatdealofitinthemuseum.

AsviewedfromtheferryontheDerwentRiver,youcan
only see the fortress-like structure of the surface
facade.Mostof themuseumisactuallyhollowedout
deepunderground.
 
DescendingintoaTriassicsandstonelabyrinth,wernd
aneccentriccollectionofartworksuchasapuffyred
Porsche, awaterfall wherewell-lit water drops form
words, a mummy from Egypt, and a rainbow snake
comprisedofpanelsoflowers,birds,andfaces.David
WalshhasdescribedMONAas“aseculartempleanda
subversiveadultDisneyland”.
 
Despite MONA’s strange reputation, Hobartians like
thatithasputtheirtownonthemap.Theyalsoappear
tolikeDavidWalsh,whichmaynotbesuchasurprise,
as Tasmania, though often described as being a
conservative state, is in fact home to one of the
earliestGreenPartiesfoundedanywhereintheworld.

The guidebook“Lonely Planet” listedHobart in 2013
as one of the top ten cities in the world to visit,
probablylargelyduetoMONA.

M O N A 
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S a n d  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  B r u n y  I s l a n d ,  T a s m a n i a 


EveryeveningintheAustralianwinter,littlepenguins(eudyptula minor,alsocalledfairypenguins:seepg41)formanightly“parade”returning
totheirnestingburrowsinthedunesafteradayspentforagingatsea.Thedawnreversestheparade,astheyheadbackouttosea.

A d v e n t u r e  B a y ,  B r u n y  I s l a n d ,  T a s m a n i a 
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B R U N Y  I S L A N D 



V i e w  a c r o s s  C o l e s  B a y  t o w a r d  t h e  F r e y c i n e t  P e n i n s u l a ,  T a s m a n i a 

F R E YC I N E T  N AT I O N A L  PA R K 
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G r e a t  O y s t e r  B a y ,  T a s m a n i a 

29



W h i t e s  s a n d s ,  c l e a r  w a t e r s ,  a n d  w i l d  o u t c o p p i n g s ,  B a y  o f  F i r e s ,  T a s m a n i a 


ThenameBayofFires(aboriginalnameLarapuna) actuallyoriginatesfromtheaboriginalcamprresseenbyTobiasFurneaux,therrstwesterncaptain
toexploretheregion.Yetyoucouldimaginethenamejustaseasilycomingfromthebrightcoloroftheredlichensgrowingonthegraniticsurface.

B A Y  O F  F I R E S   
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B a y  o f  F i r e s ,  T a s m a n i a 
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R e d  l i c h e n s  a n d  g r a n i t i c  f r a c t u r i n g ,  B a y  o f  F i r e s ,  T a s m a n i a 
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Namedbytheexplorer,AbelTasman,MariaIsland(pronouncedMa-rye-ya)lies4milesofftheeastcoastofTasmania.Steepedingulaghistory,theisland
isnowaNationalPark,andbecauseofitsisolationishometoamedleyoftransplantedForesterKangaroos,Wombats,andothermarsupialsincludingan
illusivebreedingpairofTasmaniandevils(seepg41).Thefamous“Taz”ofLooneyTunesfamesuffersfromdevilfacialtumordisease,ahighlycontagious
andfatalparasiticcancerthatisonthevergeofdecimatingthewildpopulation,demandingemergencymaneuverstotryandsavethespecies.Tasmanian
devilshavealsobeenrelocatedasfarawayastheAlbuquerqueBioParkinNewMexicoandtheWildAnimalparkinSanDiego,whilescientistsdesperately
seekacureforthedisease.

First occupied by aboriginals and then by early sealers and whalers, the island became a penal colony between 1825 and 1851, leaving the historical
structuresinandaroundthetownofDarlingtonasevidenceofthosedarktimes.In1884,anItaliansilkmerchantnamedDiegoBernacchileasedtheentire
islandhopingtoturnMariaIslandintoaMediterraneanvineyardretreatcompletewithhotelandcoffeepalace.Aswithmanydreamventures,thisone
cameupshortandwasabandonedin1895.Noteasilydissuaded,Diegoreturnedin1920toexportcementfromtheislandforthenexttenyears,before
thattoofailed.In1972,MariaIslandbecameaNationalParkandisnowonthebucketlistofmanyAustraliansandinternationaloutdoorenthusiasts.

M A R I A  I S L A N D  N A T I O N A L  P A R K 
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P a i n t e d  C l i f f s ,  M a r i a  I s l a n d ,  T a s m a n i a 


The fanciful colorations in the ciff walls are a result of iron
oxideleachingfromtheverticalfracturesinthesandstone.
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C a l l a  L i l i e s ,  D a r l i n g t o n  t o w n s i t e ,  M a r i a  I s l a n d ,  T a s m a n i a 
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W I L S O N  P R O M O N T O R Y 
N A T I O N A L  P A R K ,  V I C T O R I A 



T i d a l  R i v e r  E s t u a r y ,  W i l s o n  P r o m o n t o r y ,  V i c t o r i a 
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T i d a l  R i v e r  E s t u a r y ,  W i l s o n  P r o m o n t o r y ,  V i c t o r i a 
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T i d a l  R i v e r  E s t u a r y ,  
W i l s o n  P r o m o n t o r y ,  V i c t o r i a 
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M i k e  &  M a y a 
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S p o o n b i l l  K i n g  P a r r o t  W a l l a b y  J o e y  W a t e r  D r a g o n 

Ta w n y  F r o g m o u t h  F l y i n g  F o x  T a s m a n i a n  D e v i l  G e n a 
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